NATURE IN GREEK POETRY

But there  is  more  in   Morris's  style  than this.
When we read of Orpheus:

c And glad they were indeed that he should be
Their mate upon the bitter tuneless sea/

we understand that 'bitter' and * tuneless' are used
because the sweet music of Orpheus is to alleviate in
some measure the hardships of the voyage, the sea's
music being harsh. In the following ctrackless' has
been carefully selected to be in keeping with the fact
that Argo is to traverse unsailcd and uncharted seas:

c There ask for one

Who now gets ready a great race to run
Upon a steed whose maker thou shalt be,
And whose course is the bitter trackless sea.5

In this couplet cdoubtful3 is clue to the fears and un-
certainty of the heroes:

c While clashed their armour to the minstrelsy
That went before them to the doubtful sea.'

In the protestation of Medea to Jason:
'"Nay, sweet," she said, "let be;
Wert thou more fickle than the restless sea.
Still should I love thee " '_

'restless5 echoes cfickle.'   In the following the epithet
cchangeful' is chosen for contrast:
' Think rather of a peaceful land,
The changeless land where ye may be
Roofed over by the changeful sea.5
When the perilous expedition has come to a successful
end, Morris writes:

'From time to time in pleading song and prayer,
Swept by the wind about the summer air,
Clear rung the voices of the Minyae
Unto the dashing of the conquered sea.'
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